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Dr. B. F. O'Connor, of Columbia College, was then appointed 
Assistant Secretary during this conference, and the regular read- 
ing of communications was begun. 

i. President Carter, of Williams College, opened the list with 
a paper on " Some hitherto unpublished Letters of Jean Paul 
Richter." 

They were addressed to a Frau Generalin Kropf, of Baireuth. The 
first one is dated April 29th, 1796. The last was written June 30th, 
1797. The lady addressed first wrote to Richter in March, 1796, the 
month after his reception of the first letter from Frau von Kalb. 
Frau Kropf had been described to Richter as answering in character 
to the Clotilde in his " Hesperus." Richter's reply to her first letter is 
given in "Truth from Jean Paul's Life," vol. 5, p. 29. Richter visited 
Baireuth the following May, and made the personal acquaintance 
of Frau Kropf, with whom he was delighted. Her character had 
certain features which Richter imparted to the Natalie in "Siebenkas," 
only part of which had been already written. 

It is also probable that the final turn in the story whereby Natalie 
marries SiebenkSs took form from fancies that flitted through Richter's 
mind in consequence of his admiration of Frau Kropf. SiebenkSs un- 
doubtedly represents Richter himself. Thirteen unpublished letters, 
probably nearly all that Richter wrote to Frau Kropf, came into the 
posession of the writer, in Berlin, in 1864. He did not then know to 
whom they were addressed. 

A sentence in the letter dated Hof, June 30th, 1797, would lead one 
to suspect that the lady's name was Kropf. — "By the way," the 
sentence runs : — " what a fair trinity of three persons in one Godhead 
of friendship, — I have that in each case begins with K : Kropf, Kalb, 
Krttdener." 

Naturally the person to whom he writes would be the first one 
mentioned. The proof that these letters are addressed to Frau Kropf 
is conclusive. It is plain from the letters themselves that the lady to 
whom they are addressed lived in Baireuth part of the time at least, 
and in "Jean Paul's correspondence with Otto," vol. 5,'p. 319, is found 
a letter dated Baireuth, May 15th, 1796, in which Richter gives an 
account of a visit to a lady, said in a note at the bottom of the page to 
be Frau Generalin K**pf.* That the lady here alluded to is the 
person to whom these unpublished letters are addressed is made clear 
by the coincidence of a statement in this same letter to Otto from 
Baireuth, May 15th, 1797, with statements in number three of our own 
series, also written at Baireuth, but the day before, May 14th. 

*Both in " Jean Paul's correspondence with Otto," and "Truth from Jean Paul's Life," the 
names of many of Richter's correspondents and friends are intimated, rather than given. 
Both books were published while some of the actors were still living, and apparently from 
deference to their possible sensitiveness the names were not fully stated. 
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The former says: "Saturday early, my first move after my arrival 
was for a pen, in order to invite myself to her presence at five o'clock." 
The letter states: "The first thing which I desired was a pen, to 
announce to you, gracious lady." — A little later in the letter: "At 
last, at last, at five this evening I may begin my Ascension holidays, 
and see you." 

That the lady visited in Baireuth, and to whom these letters are 
addressed was Frau Kropf, and that the omitted letters in the name 
given in the note in "Truth from Jean Paul's Life," p. 319, are r, o, 
becomes now certain from the assertion of Richter in a letter to 
Oertel, dated Hof, December 1st, 1796, and published in Ernst 
Forster's "Memoirs, vol. I, part 2, p. 344. " Besides thee and Mtiller 
I have no one to write to except Matzdorf, Herder, Wernlein, 
Emanuel, Lubeck, Ellerodt, Frau.Kalb, Frau Herder, Frau Schuk- 
man, Frau Kropf, Frau Kri'idener." This list, comprising all of 
Richter's principal correspondents, furnishes only the name Kropf to 
complete the partial name in the above-mentioned note, and to make 
the probability suggested by the sentence about " The trinity in one 
Godhead of friendship that in each case begins with K : Kropf, Kalb, 
Krftdener," a certainty. The question whether a part of these letters 
may not be addressed to Frau Kropf, and the rest to some other person 
or persons, must be answered in the negative. They have a connect- 
ing thread running through them all. That thread is the friendship 
of both Richter and Frau Kropf for Ahlefeldt. 

The letters are written on the ordinary, heavy unruled paper of that 
period, on pages of duodecimo size, the early ones with care, but - the 
later more hurriedly. When the writer first began to study the little 
volume containing these manuscript letters, it seemed to him that the 
letter at the end of the volume, part of which is lost, must belong 
nearer the opening of the correspondence. He thus expressed this 
opinion — "There is in this little collection a part of one letter which 
though bound with the others as the last, seems to me to belong, by its 
contents', with those written previously to any personal meeting 
between Frau Kropf and Richter, and to relate mainly to Ahlefeldt 
and to his passionate admiration for Frau Kropf. The full, and a 
little stately signature, "J. P. F. Richter," seems to me also to indi- 
cate the earlier period, as in the later letters " Richter " is sometimes 
the entire signature, while in some of them the "Jean Paul " is fully 
written and in two or three represents the whole of the name- More 
than this, the regular handwriting and requests for indulgence on 
account of haste, appear to show that the letter belongs to a period 
of less familiar acquaintance, and suggest that when the descendant 
of the family of the receiver parted with these precious documents, 
not knowing where this undated part of a letter belonged, he or she 
naturally appended it to the rest." Farther study has proved the 
correctness of this conjecture, as this letter turns out to be the only 
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one in the collection hitherto. published. It is to be found in "Truth 
frpm Jean Paul's Life," vol. 5, p. 98, and is dated April 24th, 1796; 
In the six volumes of the " Truth " which Otto and FOrster edited, the 
letters are often abridged, and that part of this printed letter corre- 
sponding to what is in the manuscript is no exception to the rule. 
As, however, the printed letter contains three times as much as the 
part corresponding to the four pages of manuscript, it is plain that the 
letter was a long one, and as it related mainly to Ahlefeldt's love for 
Frau ICropf, the surmise arises that Frau Kropf's first letter to Rich- 
ter may have been in part inspired by the hope that he would have an 
influence in controlling Ahlefeldt's passion for her, — a wife and 
mother. 

The letters are marked by the glowing extravagance in expression 
of the period, and the earlier ones exhibit the warmest admiration ; 
but decline somewhat in fervor towards the end and offer excuses for 
the omission of attentions. The last one, containing the expression 
about "the trinity of three persons in one Godhead of friendship," 
intimates some coolness on the part of Frau Kropf. That is also true 
of one or two others. The letters like all of Richter's correspondence 
with women are instructive as to the relations of literary men at that 
time, and exhibit Richter as a sort of high-priest of sentimentalism. 
They illustrate an episode in his life and throw light on his character. 
It is the Richter who soars and sings that is here represented ; but not 
without a touch perhaps of the Richter that waddled and cackled. 
His place in literature is certainly unique. 

Prof. H. H. Boyesen, of Columbia College, made a few remarks 
on this paper. He does not consider the author of these letters 
by any means a good model of style. Richter's language is 
turgid and chaotic. His Titanism assumes chiefly the form of a 
protest against conventional morals. He is intellectually so 
remote from our age as to make him a literary curiosity. His 
works give to the ideal the victory over the real, a procedure 
that is just the contrary to what modern novelists follow. The 
speaker characterized in broad lines the eighteenth century 
fiction of Germany, and noted the position that Richter held 
with his contemporaries at home and abroad. 

The next contribution, by Prof. J. M. Hart, of the University 
of Cincinnati, was read by Prof. T. W. Hunt, of Princeton. 

2. This paper, on " The College Course in English Literature, 
how it may be Improved," touched upon some of the more 
general needs and defects of our present system of instruction in 
English Literature. 



